
TO CORRESPOHDEMTS.
All communications for this paper should be

accompanied by the name of the autlx .", not
necessarily for publication, but as evidence of
good foltli on the part of tbo writer. Write
only on one sldeof the paper. Bepartlcularly
careful in irivlnjr names and dates, to hare
all letter or figures plain and distinct.

The Gambler's Fatal Passion A Sad
Mory.

The court-marti- al of Lieut. Win. M.
Fleming, IT. S. A., upon charges of em-
bezzlement of public funds, conduct un-
becoming an. ofliccr and gentleman, and
violation of the Articles of War, took
place at Alcatraz Island, near San Fran-
cisco, on Slay 2.!. The prisoner plead-
ed guilty to all the charges, but intro-
duced several brother officers as wit-
nesses to testify to his formergood char-
acter in mitigation of his offense.

The Judge Adocate said the prosecu
tion had no testimony to oiler in rebuttal
of testimony as to Fleming's good char-
acter. On the contrarj, the Court

tint his character was as stated
prev ious Jo the occurrences mentioned.
Fleming then read the follow ing state-
ment to the Court:

"GEVTLUlhN OK THE COLItT: The
charges upon w hich I have been ar-
raigned before you and the pleas I have
made thereon tell a dreadful story. I
know full well that I need not relate it
to vou, for you can not but appreciate it
before I attempt to utter it. 1 he trans
actions recited in thee charges and
specification-- ! reeal dishonesty on my
part. Let me then, at this supreme mo
ment, perhaps the culminating one in
mv military career, make a frank anil
honest statement to you. It will at least
relieve a spirit that is broken, a mind
that 1 surch irgcd ami oppressed by the
weight of. the awful miseries. I have
brotiirht upon me and mine. I am yet
ajoung man; am 30 joars of age; I
was well ooru ; i was reared unuer in
fluence'! and urroundings which were
kindly and propitious. I am a graduate
of the finest military school in the
world. I bclon;: to a profe-sio- n which.
thank God, in ourcountry is universally
acknowledged to be the finest of any of
the branches Of public sen ice. My as-

sociations, companions and friendships
hate been with men who are an honor
and ornament to their profession ; and
previous to the-- e occurrences I was
well thought of. I luxe introduced
some testimony on this subject. I have
a loiiir. ftifhful and devoted wife.

" Thus briefly stated then, I stand be
fore j on a man who siiouni nave nana
luu.ro. i uavo oniv a past, anu a Hor
rible past it is at this point to contem
plate. Would j on Know- - what

this ruin? It is
passion for gambling. That
passion atsorIed all my other passions,
instincts and emotions-lin- y entire being.
That I li ne this pas-io- n and have been
unable to control it, I honestly think is
hardly my fault. It - easy for men w ho
luxe no Mich overmastering passion,
who h ive stronger wills and better bal-

anced mind, to shrug their shoulders
and think God that they are not as cer-

tain other men are. I nuke no claim
for clemency in my case, for there is
nothing to upon ; but I
I entreat, that jou and those w ho-- e duty
it sliall be to read this record, consider
tho circumstances of it as mercifully as
you can. Tho Go crmuLnt, as I under-
stand it, is not a dollar loser at my
hand.--, but that his-e- not one iota the
heinoiisne-- s of my offense. I did not in-

tend I have not at anytime intended
to deprive others of what belonged to
them. I gambled an ay first what was
my own and that, even, 1 could ill af-

ford to lose. I was robbed by a lot of
thieving shirks. Having money which
belonged to others in my n, my
brain being fitwied and my blood on
fire, I took a small portion of it, hoping,
and even in my foollurdiness believing,
that luck would turn in my favor, and I
could thus, and from tho'sc to whom I
hid lost, regain what I had lost.
By that act I became, as you
can all understand, doubly and trebly
involved. I was involved'peeuniarily;
I was involved with conscience; I was
involved and entangled in many other
ways.

"Whatever mav be thought or said
upon the subject, the impulse which
prompted the nest step was honest in its
nature. It was to restore tl. it vvhii h I
had t ikeu belonging to others. 1 knew
of i.o way ti do it except by again at-

tempting fate at th g unicg-- t ible. I
did it on tho night ui March li, and lost
that night SI, Ifto. I need not tell the

rest of the story. I save myself from i
its recital. The subsequent steps were I

all taken in desperation, despair, and, I
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finally, in utter abandonment. The ....MUheii bv tl. British fs
road I took, and the objects on the way curious 'book, bound in black andare familiar to you, by precedent and printeJ in Brixton prison. This
tradition, as tho streets jou traverse as enorraoU3 T0lumc contains tho names
vou goto your stations or places of and o more than twelve thou- -
busincss. Having in the days when I g professional offenders, and is stored
gambled what was simply my own a th valuable information relating to the
prescience of the fate to which this awful criminal classes of Great Britain?
RSX?J,.I3: i?"!"? 2Tas-- h!LT?.S:me! I In accordance with a law passed some

andplensTatl'wouldTevTgaS
again, f did not keep them. I could """I?. 'V?. . wLP, Up

At them I to the beginning of last year nearly one
will not pam and worry you by fur- - hundred and eighty thousand indivld- -

thcr uncovering the causes, facts and in- - ,, men and Smeit, had been inscrib--
cidcnts which have made a wreck and a this general list and a summary
rum of what might have been an hon- - o thcir biographies recorded. This
oraoie aim crccmaoie career, i nave w orfc had the capital fault of being too
written to my family 3 statement of elaborate, and the Home Secretary was
vv hat I have done, and I hope and expect
that all the money I have taken in these
various ways will eventually be restored
to thoe to whom it belongs. I hav e
promised and pledged m) self that such
restitution shall be made. I refrain
from making such a pledge to yon or to

authorized at the last session Parlia
ment to prepare of it. Tin
new volume, which
known the Black Book, descrilies
only have been found

been reicatedly
convicted is,any one resizing how little weight short a aittionary o( professional crim--it

should, circumstances of the mal3t and M 3UChwin be distributed to
case, receive.

those

else,
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supplicate tor mercy.' portance of a iriven arrest, or to the lat--
Jhepnsoncr nasvisioiyauecteawmie Jer an aid tS gauging.,, sincerity of

reading this statement, and upon tho the repentance profeSed br a givenconclusion handcu the document to the
Court and retired to the room where he "...", . , that thois kept closely guarded. After he had It catalogue
retired the co'uft-roo- was cleared, and mtt bo, fnTa.nIcd1 1?
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the Court proceeded to deliberate upon i;'1ontiy. and very properly, since it edtho case. The proceedings can not be of more than a hun-ti- esln t.1!0.except by the prepcr authori- -
,'rcd mdmduasof birth.after the approval of the findings of foreign
h" cnm.nals i.ndthe Court. The statute renders itol.li- - cosmopolitan vve a

the Court to sentence the oi Augustus .meruc-r- , u
fmsonVr to tho Penitrntiarv. and allows escape.1 one day fromjail in Constant -
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iseu me puoucai.on, uuii. m.s cuoabouttn years, although nothing can
The ur't time a mas of information at once,be authoritatively stated. approved and accessible has beenso complete sosentence will not returned from

for a month at least, and in furnished to the pj.liceot any countr.
the meantime Fleming will remain in ?? ""! "I police are

celebrated for their andia?lT rangeconfinement at Alcatraz. His poor bnt the volumeswife, deeply feels the disgrace mencss, holding
them and to bohusGand, too numerous bulkybrought upon er unfortunate

has remained with him a much as pos- - readily transported
sible, but as she would bo obliged to PIace to PIace- -

part frpm him soon at best, she ill re- - To sum up tho contents of this book,
turn to her home in the East in a few 't appears that there were lastyear in
days. San Francisco Cull. England twelve thousand dangerous

X Bird Story.

li. Pso-- and

I ficisuus, luictca, ui
, by vocation, were temporarily
dered imprisonment from

on. cnttintrvvood near upon society. If now we de--
San Joe, noticed for scv eral dav s that compose this total with a view to the
a of birds remained constantly birthplace of criminals, vve obtain some
upon a tree near them, some and singular It might have been
coming from to time. Upon cut- - supposed that almo-- t all could be traced
ting down the tree, lliey discov ercd a m uie reiusu iiunuianun gnat
limbvvuhahollowcaYitv.somctvvofeet The contrarj- - es to be the fact, for
in length and three br"four inches in if we bear in mind the ratio of
diameter, in which were two full-gro- professional oflenders to thowhole body
birds of some goodly-size- d species, of inh ibitants, mut bo placed after a
There was a small aperture through number of counties, sev eral largo pro- -
which the birds were sunnlied with food vincial cub's, and some small towns.
from thcir mates. The limb was cut Even more noteworthy is the
and the birds They were tion ot individuals according to nation-neith- er

of them able to fly, hiving evi-- alities. Of those catalogued, but one-dent-ly

been out of their imprison- - j tw elf th w ere born in and only
ment. How they came inside is a iues- - 1S8. or aljout on per cent., in ScotlamL
tion. It is probable that the mother How disiinctly this circumstance
bird was small, and tboiio-- able to make to point to a connection lietvv eon crimi- -
hcr nest in the hollow of the tree and nality ami defective education, and what
rear her voung, could no: extricate , a. tribute it is to common school
them, and "they did not gain I system of ScolLmd. Wa observe,
enough to help'themselves until tho hoi- -, further, th it the persons designated
low hail o closed th it escape was im
possible. Tho-- o who the
birds think they are aliout two years
old. Thcv had Wen fedfrom
by their bird-fello- through tho nurt-
ure in the limb of tho tree. A nobler
instance of devotion, even the human
family nev er exhibited. San Jose (CVif .)
Mercury.

The cucumber season has set ill,
and a man is vv aked up at 2 o'clock in
the morning, after dreaming that an
elephant is sitting on his equator, to ex-

perience a violent regret that he has not
attended church more regularly in his
youth. Xortcich liultelin.

Tho Atlantic says some joung
women are too beautiful to die young.
They do around here, however, and the
same grand, inllfcible, inscrutable law
M nature preserves a maiden as plain
as the back side of a tombstone ;to the
igc of 97. Noneich Bulletin.
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in this volume more than two-thir- are
males. nd that single men are twice as
numerous as married offenders.

We may call attention to one more
factbrouirht out by the Black Book, and
that is the close relation shown to ex
ist between disease or bodily deformity
and criminality. Almost every individ-
ual had some physical defect.
Many were scrofulous and the majority
bore scars of some sort, or were marked
with the small-po- What is mora cu
rious, as suggesting a surviv al of the
decorative custom? no less than of tho
predatory instincts of tho savage, nearly
every ono of the professional criminals
hero regis cred was tattooed. One pris-
oner, for example, hd branded on his
left arm six fishes, four stars, as many
diamonds, a heart, and two arrows; the
wrist wait embellished with a bracelet,
tw6 stars, aud a crown. The coinci-
dence is perhaps worth' notiug that this
individual has been thrice convicted of
violent crimes. Xeia York Sun.

HTBRSrHOBU.

Was rrof. AlTerxnat' Drnth Trout Frithor a Rabid Hoc. C "
From the ew lorlc World"

Haktfokd, Crt.'f May 31. Prof. Vic-
tor Alvcrgnat, a jvell known French
teacher of this citv", dieu this Woming,
apparently of hydrophobia produced by
fright and( 'nervous excitement. The
case is a peculiarly distressing-one- , ind
has caused in thkcommunitr universal
sympathy and also much morbid curios-
ity. The Professor was severely bitten
by a strange curon the chin, both hands
and one legem the night of April 30, in
the vestibule of his1 rooms. Thewounds
were immediately washed with carbolic
acid and cauterized with nitric acid.
Thedog was not supposed to bo rabid,
but it. was stupidly "killed by s police-
man tho next morning, so that this point
could not be settled.

Officious people began advisinir the
Professor by letter and otherwise what
remedial course to pursuo, and some of
them insisted that eventually he would
be attacked with" hv drophobia. This
turned his mind to the subject of mad
dogs and the results of their bites. His
thoughts became fixed on the matter.
He read it up thoroughly and brooded
over it until his nervous'system became
unsettled, and sleepless nights ensul.
He learned from a physician when the
symtoms ought to show themselves, and
as the, time grew near his excitability
grew mora intense. Last Sunday ho
complained of illness ; on Monday, fet-
ing no licltcr, he-- took a. vapor bath.
Experiencing a difficulty in swallowing
on Tuesday" morning, he became
very much alarmed, and seat
for his physician, and two of the most
skillful medical men in town were with
him byturnfrom this time till his death.
His clergyman also called and conversed
with him upon his spiritual interests, lo
whom he expressed himself pre-
pared for death. "The patient was re-

duced to with
large does of mdrphine administered
internally and by hypodermic
but his efforts to swallow beef-te- a and
milk vv ere attendedjvith great difficulty.
Wednesday morning he raLsedDimself
up in bed and struck at his physician, but
soon became unconscious. At To'clock
in the afternoon froni a sleep
produced by opiates and acted violently,
making it difficult to restrain him from
injuring himself by beating his head
against the wall. It was necessary to
place the patient in a straight-jacke- t,

and this was accomplished only after a
severe struggle against tho powers of
four men, during which tho unfortunate
Professor exhibited all the severer symp-
toms of hydrophobia. Other convul-
sions occurred at miduight, after which
morphine was given in heavy doses. He
then lingered in a
state until 10 o'clock when death
put an end to his sufferings.' Ills clos-

ing moments were miet, owing to the
influence of the drugs. The attending
physicians have loen divided in opinion
as to the cause of death, .several claim-
ing that it occurred from intense nerv-
ous excitement and its incidental
results. However, the symptoms
during tho past twenty-fou- r
hours vvere strictly in accord with" ciscs
of hydrophobia reported by the bestl au-

thorities, and the m examin-
ation this afternoon developed conges-
tion of the spinal con! and mcmbrai.e of
the brain, so that, in spite of .some evi-
dences not wholly satisfactory, tho con-
clusion reached was that it was a case
of hydrophobia, the first in the city for
thirty" ears. Tho"wholo faculty ot the
city has taken a deep interest in the
case, and the unfortunate man had the
best of care.

Mr.Vlvcrgnat was bom in France,
and served for some years in tho French
army. He was an expert fencer, and in
hUjouthful and wilder days was the
hero of one or two due-Is- . He was a
thorough Frenchman, and his. attempt
to show a class " how they sang the
Marseillaise' in France" was sometimes

electrical in its effect. His feats npou
the drum and with the fencing foils also
elicited much admiration am ing his
youthful acquaintance. This was very
wide, as for many jears he has lyen a
teacher at the High School in this eitr,
besides giving private lesson. Last
summer he puuliihed a French grammar
which was highly spoken of . 'He' was a
veryinfelligeut, upright and 'estimable
f:ent)eman, and was universaHy',lifcftI.'s

45 j ears of age ami leaves
a w idow to whom he was married in this
country.


